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FFigure 8.109: Non-Aboriginal heritage recordings within or near to the Gerringong upgrade 

 
Source: basemap consists of extracts from Gerroa and Kiama 1:25,000 topographic maps Second Editions L&PI 
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88.4.2 Cultural landscape values 

The Southern Illawarra coastal plain and hinterland cultural landscape 

This recording recognises the values identified in the National Trust (NSW) listing of the Berry District 
Landscape Conservation Area and provides an outline of the landscape values which characterise the 
Southern Illawarra as a distinct cultural landscape of particular value and significance.  
 
The Gerringong upgrade passes through this landscape and is likely to impact upon some of these values. 
 
The area of the National Trust listing covers approximately 35,000 hectares and ‘embraces the coastline 
south of Kiama, some 30 km southwards to Greenwell Point, the undulating coastal plain and the flood 
plain on both sides of the lower Shoalhaven River and including the steep, benched slopes rising up to 
the escarpment of the Illawarra plateau’. This area shares a number of common historical and 
geographical characteristics which allows its classification, these include: 
 
 A common nineteenth and twentieth century history of land occupation, exploitation and 

agricultural development, including: 
- Aboriginal occupation by the Tharrawal speakers, and an associated body of traditional lore 

and places of cultural value.  
- Cedar getting.  
- Agricultural clearing of high and dense forests (including rainforest ‘brush’ and sclerophyll 

forests). 
- The development of agricultural industries, and particularly that of dairying, within a sequence 

of early land grants, smaller area settlement following the Robertson Land Acts in the mid 
nineteenth century, and subsequent property enlargement and splitting governed by estates, 
economic and market circumstances. 

- The establishment, development and break-up of the Berry Estate. 
- The draining of the swamp basins of the Shoalhaven River flood plain. 
- The development of both private and Crown sponsored towns, centres of trade and (road 

and water) corridors of transport and communication. 
- The population and depopulation of the district outside of the towns. 
- The growth in recreational and tourist based residences, often on subdivided former dairy 

pastures, and within forest blocks. 
 A common biogeographic environment including the following traits: 

- The Cambewarra Range - its escarpment, slopes, benches and spurlines descending to the 
coastal plain. 

- The multiple drainage lines and narrow catchments off the Cambewarra Range. 
- The wetland basins and flood plain of the lower Shoalhaven River (consisting of an infilled 

former embayment and estuary). 
- The Seven Mile Beach, sand barrier and prograding dune sequence.  
- The rocky headland and sandy embayment coastline between Kiama and Gerroa. 
- The Shoalhaven estuary. 
- The persistent and regenerating forest of the Cambewarra Range slopes, spurlines, and 

associated riparian corridors, and in particular fig trees and remnant cabbage fan palms, often in 
isolation except for pasture grasses. 

 A combination of high value scenic traits and values including: 
- The contrasting visual landscape elements of escarpment, descending slopes, flood plain, 

wetland basins, estuaries and coastal embayments. 
- The backdrop and visual anchor of the Cambewarra Range and its southern and eastern falls. 
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- The coastal zone, including margins of remnant native vegetation on dune fields and along 
estuaries. 

- Mount Cambewarra. 
- The Shoalhaven River and the meandering course of Broughton Creek across the valley floor. 
- A patchwork of remaining active or partially drained wetland basins, particularly Coomonderry, 

Foys, Terrara and Brundee Swamps. 
- Pockets of remnant and regenerating rainforest, especially on steeper slopes and within 

entrenched gullies. 
- A patchwork mosaic of agricultural pastureland and remnant and regenerating native forests. 

Pastures are predominant on the floor of the coastal plain. The basal slopes support an 
increasing forest component, particularly along riparian corridors, road easements and spurline 
slopes. Forest becomes visually predominant on the steeper and upper slopes of the range. 
This is partly due to the cleared pastures on the upper benches of the range being obscured 
by forest when viewed from below (the valley floor and basal slopes). 

- The linear expanse of the Seven Mile Beach and hind dune area, contrasted by the sequence 
of rocky headlands and sandy embayments north of Gerroa. 

- The spread of mostly farm and residential buildings (including dairies, silos, homesteads and 
cottages) scattered throughout the pastures and forest lands of the region, often readily seen 
from vantage points, providing a sense of a managed human interrelation with the landscape 
and its resources. 

- A palimpsest of different building styles including a sparse distribution of mid to late nineteenth 
century farmsteads and homesteads, many in prominent locations and reflecting the wealth of 
formerly large holdings, and a more dense distribution of  turn of the century and first half of 
the twentieth century farms, especially dairy farms on smaller holdings. 

- Remnant sections of wooden post and rail fencing (especially on the floor plain, south of the 
Shoalhaven River), and dry stone walling, especially associate with volcanic geologies between 
Kiama and Gerringong. 

- The lowland network of linear drainage channels provides a visual and conceptual counterpoint 
to the curvilinear natural drainage network of streamlines and remnant basins. 

- A relatively discontinuous distribution of old growth and mature, spreading fig trees Ficus sp., 
and tall mature cabbage tree palms Livistona australis. Most of the fig trees mark the location 
of former or still extant nineteenth century farms and homestead buildings. The cabbage fan 
palms are thought to be remnants of the now cleared lowland rainforests (the palms within 
the pasture lands are steadily reducing in number and are not propagating or being replaced). 

- Field bordering or isolated shade plantings of coral trees Erythrina x sykesii. (Although now a 
declared weed, these trees were systematically planted across the Illawarra and their flowering 
still provides an iconic signature of the Illawarra). 

- A network of roads, often with remnant native vegetation and an overhanging tree canopy, 
which connect towns, villages and transport nodes (including ports). This network typically 
follows the banks of the Shoalhaven River, strategic and geographically dominant spurlines, and 
ridgetop saddles and passes, The road network reflects the economic and settlement history of 
the region first in radiating from coastal, and estuarine ports, secondly by linking the nineteenth 
century private and government sponsored villages and thirdly by emphasising the 
predominant south-west to north-east flux between Kiama-Gerringong (Sydney), and 
Bomaderry-Nowra (and the South Coast). 

- The South Coast Railway Line forms a late nineteenth century element of this transport 
network and emphasises the modern-day south-west to north-east flux.  

- A general lack of major or visually intrusive industrial disturbance or grossly transformed 
landscapes, such as rock quarrying, unbuffered sandmines or factory complexes. 
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The Gerringong upgrade traverses valley floor and basal slope components of this described cultural 
landscape, passing through a typical local distribution of mid to late nineteenth century and early to mid 
twentieth century farm buildings, and a typical lowland vegetation mosaic of predominant pasture lands, 
mature fig trees, pastures with pockets of remnant cabbage palms and field bordering coral trees.  
 

FFigure 8.110: Large, mature, and spreading fig trees are an iconic feature of the Southern Illawarra coastal plain. View looking 
west from Mount Pleasant highway decent 

 
 
Figure 8.111 to Figure 8.116 show a collection of views, in and around the Gerringong upgrade study 
area, which demonstrate some of the characteristics of the Southern Illawarra coastal plain and 
hinterland cultural landscape. 
 

Figure 8.111: Looking south-east from Mount Pleasant 
 
 

 

Figure 8.112: Looking west towards Saddleback Mountain 
from Rose Valley Road, coral trees in 
foreground 
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FFigure 8.113: Looking south towards Gerringong, across 
Omega Flat, from Mount Pleasant descent 

 

 

Figure 8.114: A pocket of remnant cabbage palms along the 
western margin of Omega Flat, looking south-
west 

 

Figure 8.115: View looking north-west across vineyards on 
the southern margin of Omega Flat 

 

Figure 8.116: View looking north towards the Innisfail dairy 
and homestead 

 

 




